
         LEMONT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2025 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Trustee Joseph Falese called the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
the Lemont Fire Protection District to order on July 17, 2025, at 6:00 PM. The meeting was 
conducted at 15900 New Avenue, Lemont, IL. 
 
Trustee Falese led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: On call of roll Trustees Dan Tholotowsky, Michael Smollen, Joe Falese, Raymond 
Negrete, Linda Bernacchi. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Fire Chief Dan Tasso, Deputy Chief Matt Peksa, Deputy Chief John Truffa, 
Attorney John Motylinski, Recording Secretary Sandy Dominik, Mr. John Falduto. Mr. James 
Howard attended via zoom.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: NONE 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   A motion was made by Trustee Tholotowsky to approve the June 
19, 2025, regular meeting minutes, seconded by Trustee Smollen.   Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, 
yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  
Motion carried.  
                     
TREASURER’S REPORT: Trustee Negrete read the bill list totaling $949,723.27.   Trustee Negrete 
made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, as presented, seconded by Trustee Bernacchi.    
Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, 
yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
Mr. James Howard presented to the Board a power point presentation and financial report with the 
year-to-date expenses and revenues through June 30, 2025.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to approve the Treasurer’s Annual Statement of Receipts 
and Disbursements for FY 2025, seconded by Trustee Tholotowsky. Roll Call: Trustee Falese, yes.  
Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes. Trustee Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee Smollen, yes.  
Motion carried.  
 
INVESTMEST REPORT: Mr. John Falduto presented to the Board an accounts overview of the 
Bond Proceeds, Capital Fund, Operating and Money Market Funds with year-to-date investment 
gains since January 2025.  

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE BOARD: Trustee Negrete commended the Fire District 
personnel presence used at the Park District’s July 3rd celebration, stating the dedication of the Chiefs 
and members ensured the event went on without incident. Trustee Tholotowsky reported that 
Trustee Smollen and himself attended the Lemont Village Board meeting this week and the mayor 
publicly noted his appreciation of the support given by all the taxing bodies, including the Fire 
District efforts. On June 29th, Chief Tasso and himself attended a Station One Redevelopment 
steering committee kick off meeting sponsored by Chicago Metro Agency for planning with the 
Village of Lemont to plan the greatest and best use of the Station One land, the next meeting is  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
scheduled for September. Trustee Tholotowsky stated the Sprinkler initiative meeting he attended 
with DC Truffa and FM Murray, along with the village members is progressing well and addressed  
the Board we can evaluate the budgets to see what monetary incentive could be created to make the 
Downtown area retrofitted with fire sprinklers. Trustee Tholotowsky visited Franciscan Village with 
FPB members and remarked the residents of Franciscan Village is always supportive of the District. 
Trustee Tholotwosky highlighted our member that was included in the M.A.B.A.S call out and 
stated our hearts are with those in Texas, and as always stay alert of changing weather.   
 
ATTORNEY  REPORT: Attorney Motylinski gave an update to the mutual aid ambulance billing; 
performing mutual aid in a neighboring community which would allow the text of the law to allow 
you to be billed at the neighbor’s rate. Because of community protest, the Chief’s Association was 
able to work with the bill’s sponsor and the Governor has received suggested revisions with a request 
for a mandatory veto. The deadline for any action is August 23rd, Attorney Motylinski will update the 
board which bills make it into law. The decennial committee for local government efficiency act 
stands as is and we will continue to meet every ten years.  
 
CHIEF’S REPORT: Deputy Chief Peksa stated we responded to 343 calls last month, which is a 
decrease of 7% from last year. The new hires are doing well on shift. Deputy Chief Peksa stated they 
will be going out for the final inspection of the new engine next week. He informed the Board we 
are working with RMS for the promotional testing in the fall. The July 3rd event at the Park District 
went great, with only 2 minor incidents. Deputy Chief informed the Board that Lt. Elshareif, part of 
Task Force One, was deployed to Texas for what could be up to a 15-day deployment. Lt. Elshareif 
was deployed as a technician and did not bring the K9.   
 
Deputy Chief Truffa updated the Board regarding the incident reporting changeover from NFIRS 
to NERIS. Facilitated by ESO, Deputy Chief Truffa will train himself on the new program and then 
implement member training. The changeover date is set for January 1st, 2025, this will be a major 
change for the fire service as NFIRS reporting has been utilized for the last 30 years. Deputy Chief 
Truffa thanked fire prevention for their work preparing and attending the Lemont Park District July 
3rd extravaganza.  
 
Chief Tasso would like to recognize FF/PMs Costa (10), Hopkins (10), Bandyk (8), Post (8), LT’s 
Spivak (28), and Ganz (28) on their work anniversaries this month. Chief Tasso gave a construction 
update, informing the Board of the latest biweekly station design meeting. Working on finalizing the 
plans for stations 1,3 & 4 and will be meeting with the village next week for permit applications for 
these projects. Stenstrom Construction estimates the completion of schematic designs and budget 
updates by the next meeting. Chief Tasso announced B.C. David Bettenhausen will be retiring 
August 2nd, 2025, after over 30.5 years of service to the District. Chief Tasso announced Lt. Anderson 
will be retiring August 2nd, 2025, with 23 years of service. Lt Anderson has accepted the position as 
B.C. training & safety in Montgomery County ESD 9, in Conroe Texas. Chief Tasso congratulated 
Lt. David Spivak, FF/PM Michael Kingman and FF/PM Antionio Stefanelli on their upcoming 
promotions. Chief Tasso updated the Board that the scheduled meeting with LFMA was cancelled, 
they were unable to make the meeting. Chief Tasso offered to reschedule or attend one of their 
meetings, however, attempts to meet were unsuccessful. Chief Tasso will keep the Board updated.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: NONE    
 
 



 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: A motion was made by Trustee Tholotowsky adopt Resolution 25-02, declaring 
2012 Ford Med-Tec Ambulance surplus, seconded by Trustee Smollen. Roll Call: Trustee 
Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
  
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to adopt Resolution 25-03, declaring 2010 Ford Expedition 
surplus, seconded by Trustee Bernacchi. Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee Smollen, yes. 
Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to approve the property tax appeal consortium IGA, as 
presented, seconded by Trustee Tholotowsky. Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee 
Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to approve Invoice #23-3857 with FGMA, in the amount 
of $241,208.00, seconded by Trustee Bernacchi. Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee 
Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Tholotowsky to ratify the purchase of four stair chairs with Stryker, 
in the amount of $72, 774.60, seconded by Trustee Smollen.  Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes.  
Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion 
carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to approve the purchase of ballistic vests and equipment 
with MES in the amount of $27,378.00, seconded by Trustee Bernacchi. Roll Call: Trustee 
Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to ratify the cost of lawn servicing of the 127th Street 
properties with Beary Landscaping, in the amount of $3,900.00, seconded by Trustee Smollen. Roll 
Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. 
Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Bernacchi to ratify the cost of Ambulance 1915 engine repair with 
Bettenhausen Automotive in the amount of $6,453.59, seconded by Trustee Tholotowsky. Roll Call: 
Trustee Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to ratify the cost of mounting equipment for the new engine 
with MES, in the amount of $3,330.50, seconded by Trustee Bernacchi. Roll Call: Trustee 
Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Tholotowsky to ratify the purchase of replacement fire hose with 
Darley in the amount of $9,838.98, seconded by Trustee Negrete.  Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, 
yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  
Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to ratify the cost of a replacement thermal imaging camera 
with Dinges in the amount of $8,800.00, seconded by Trustee Smollen.  
Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, 
yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Bernacchi to ratify the cost of yearly emergency generator service 
with Metro Power Inc. in the amount of $4, 455.40, seconded by Trustee Smollen. Roll Call: Trustee 
Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
CLOSED SESSION: A motion was made by Trustee Negrete to enter closed session at 6:58 PM 
to discuss possible acquisition of real property, seconded by Trustee Smollen. Roll Call: Trustee 
Tholotowsky, yes. Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee Falese, yes. Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee 
Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION: NONE  
    
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting adjourned at 7:22 PM on a motion made by Trustee Negrete, 
seconded by Trustee Bernacchi. Roll Call: Trustee Tholotowsky, yes.  Trustee Smollen, yes. Trustee 
Falese, yes.  Trustee Negrete, yes. Trustee Bernacchi, yes.  Motion carried.  
 
Approved as is / amended by the Board of Trustees on the _____ day of _______, 2025. 
 

 
 
______________________ 

        Joe Falese, President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
Linda Bernacchi, Secretary 
 
 


