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The mission of the Lemont Fire 

Protection  District  is to provide  the 

highest  level of professional  service to 

all within  our community .

Mission Statement

LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ω IƻƴƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ω 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
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Message from the Fire Chief

In  2024 , our  residents  approved  a bond  referendum  to  invest  in  the  future  of  emergency  services . In  2025 , 
we  began  turning  that  commitment  into  action  through  disciplined  execution  and  responsible  stewardship .

We  continued  to  advance  the  financial  and  operational  groundwork  necessary  to  begin  construction  in  
Spring  2026 . The  issuance  of  $38 .6  million  in  bonds  and  approval  of  a Construction  Manager  were  
completed  with  careful  oversight  and  long - term  fiscal  discipline .

This  initiative  will  relocate  two  fire  stations  and  modernize  the  remaining  two τstrengthening  response  
capabilities,  enhancing  firefighter  safety,  and  improving  operational  efficiency  for  decades  to  come .

At  the  same  time,  we  maintained  our  capital  replacement  plan  with  the  delivery  of  a new  fire  engine  and  
the  replacement  of  our  fire  investigation  vehicle  and  several  support  vehicles τensuring  your  firefighters  
have  reliable,  modern  equipment  when  seconds  matter  most .

Major  initiatives  require  more  than  construction . They  require  transparency,  accountability,  and  sustained  
operational  excellence . I am  proud  of  the  professionalism  demonstrated  daily  by  our  firefighters,  
paramedics,  and  support  staff  as we  balance  ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ service  demands  with  ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ responsibilities .

We  remain  committed  to  honoring  the  trust  placed  in  usτdelivering  exceptional  service  today  while  
building  a stronger  foundation  for  the  future .

Daniel J. Tasso
Fire Chief

2025 ς From Vision to Action
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For more than 140 years, the Lemont Fire Protection  District  has protected  our 

community  with  professionalism  and dedication . Originally  organized as the 

Volunteer  Fire Department  of the Village of Lemont on February 10, 1886, the 

District  has continually  evolved to meet the growing  needs of residents, 

businesses, and visitors .

Today, we serve approximately  32,000  people across 26.4 square miles, 

protecting  the Village of Lemont, Lemont Township,  and portions  of Darien, 

Palos Park, Woodridge,  and surrounding  unincorporated  areas in Cook, 

DuPage, and Will Counties.

Our 54 sworn firefighters  and officers  provide  24/7 emergency response from 

four  stations .  Ten civilian  professionals  support  district  operations  and ensure 

the organization  operates efficiently . Together, we deliver  fire  suppression,  

prevention,  emergency medical services, and specialized response capabilities  

whenever  our community  calls.

District Overview

LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ω IƻƴƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ω 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
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Board of Trustees

As the corporate authority of the Lemont Fire Protection District, the Board of Trustees supervises, controls, regulates, and  
manages the operations of the District in accordance with Illinois statutes and local ordinances. 

The Board consists of five elected officials serving six -year terms.

President 
Joseph Falese

Serving Since 2021

Treasurer 
Raymond Negrete

Serving Since 2021

Secretary 
Linda Bernacchi

Serving Since 2022

Trustee 
Daniel Tholotowsky

Serving Since 2022

Trustee 
Michael Smollen

Serving Since 2023
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Board of Commissioners

The Board of Commissioners are responsible for the testing, selection, promotion, and discipline of all sworn firefighters.

Members of the Board of Commissioners are appointed to three -year terms by the Board of Trustees.

Chairman 
John Bernacchi

Serving Since 2008

Commissioner 
Jay Nickleski

Serving Since 2021

Secretary 
George Rimbo

Serving Since 2021
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Command Staff

The Fire Chief is appointed  by and reports  directly  to the Board of Trustees. The Fire Chief is responsible  for overseeing all 
activities  of the Lemont Fire Protection  District .

The Deputy  Chief of Operations  is appointed  by the Board of Trustees and reports  to the Fire Chief. This position  is 
responsible  for planning,  organizing,  and directing  the programs and emergency operations  of the fire district .

The Deputy  Chief of Administration  is appointed  by the Board of Trustees and reports  to the Fire Chief. This position  is 
responsible  for supervising  and coordinating  all administrative  activities  within  the fire district .

Deputy Chief of 
Operations
Matt Peksa

Serving Since 1997

Fire Chief - 
Administrator
Daniel Tasso

Serving Since 2022

Deputy Chief of 
Administration

John Truffa

Serving Since 2002



LEMONT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Battalion Chiefs

Under the general direction of the Deputy Chief of Operations, Battalion Chiefs oversee the day -to-day operations of the 
four fire stations and all sworn personnel for their assigned 24 -hour shift.

Black Shift
Battalion Chief
Richard Moses

Serving Since 2000

Red Shift
Battalion Chief
David Spivak

Serving Since 1997

Gold Shift
Battalion Chief

David Evers
Serving Since 1997
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Administrative and Support Staff

IT Manager
Fernando Alfonso

Serving Since 2012

Buildings & Grounds Manager
Steve Bacho

Serving Since 2023

Public Educator
Samantha Cole

Serving Since 2024

Mechanic
Stacey Devitt

Serving Since 2023

Administrative Assistant
Sandy Dominik

Serving Since 2010

Public Educator
Jeff Hawthorne

Serving Since 2001
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Administrative and Support Staff

EMS Coordinator
Tyler Yost

Serving Since 2021

Fire Inspector
Brian Madden

Serving Since 2018

Fire Marshal
Jennifer Murray

Serving Since 2020
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Fire Station Locations

STATION 3
10801 S. Marmon Drive, Woodridge

Built in 1994

STATION 1
15900 New Avenue, Lemont

Built in 1976

STATION 4
11520 S. Walker Road, Lemont

Built in 2004

STATION 2
12940 S. Bell Road, Lemont

Built in 1992
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In 2025 , the Lemont Fire Protection  District  responded  to 

4,122 calls for service. 

While this represented  a 4.67% decrease from 2024 , 

overall  demand has increased 5.64% over five years and 

13.46% over ten years, reflecting  the continued  growth  of 

our community  and the evolving  role of ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ fire  service.

Response Summary

LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ω IƻƴƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ω 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
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10-Year Incident History
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2025 Incidents per Month
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2025 Incidents per Hour of Day
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The Lemont Fire Protection  District  responds to a variety  of 
emergency and non-emergency incidents .  All reports  are 
categorized  and reported  through  the National  Fire Incident  
Reporting  System (NFIRS).

2025 Incident Types
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In 2025 , the Lemont Fire Protection  District  responded  to a total  of 
78 fires. These fires resulted  in an estimated  fire loss of $659 ,650  
within  our community .

2025 Fires with Property Loss
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2025 Incidents per Station
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2025 Unit Responses
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Mutual Aid
The Lemont Fire Protection  District  participates  in the Mutual  Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) and is a participating  
member of MABAS Division 19.  The MABAS system allows additional  resources to be requested  from neighboring  
departments  when needed.
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V $46.1m Bond Referendum passes with 61.22% voter approval ς 

November 2024

VBond issuance ς completed February 2025

V Construction Manager selection ς completed February 2025

V Design phase ς completed December 2025

With these milestones completed, construction is scheduled to begin in 

Spring 2026.

2024 Bond Referendum 
Milestones

Current Station Locations

Future Station Locations

LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ω IƻƴƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ω 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
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INSURANCE SERVICES 
OFFICE (ISO)

The Insurance Services Office (ISO) evaluates fire 
protection capabilities in communities across the 
United States and assigns a Public Protection 
Classification (PPC) rating. This rating is widely used 
by insurance providers to assess risk and can 
influence property insurance premiums for residents 
and businesses.

The Lemont Fire Protection District was re -evaluated 
by ISO in 2021. Due to continued improvements in 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
PPC rating improved from a Class 4 to a Class 2, 
effective January 1, 2022. This places the District in 
the top 6% of fire departments nationwide.
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Distribution of PPC Grades - Nationwide
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EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL SERVICES

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) remain a core 
function of the District, accounting for the majority 
of calls for service. Our paramedics provide 
advanced life support care, delivering timely and 
effective treatment to residents and visitors.

Continued training and investment in equipment 
ensure our personnel are prepared to meet the 
evolving needs of the community.
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TRAINING

Training remains a cornerstone  of operational  
readiness.  In 2025 , District  members completed  
nearly 21,000  hours of training,  covering fire 
suppression, rescue operations,  hazardous 
materials, EMS, and OSHA/IDOL compliance 
requirements .

These efforts  ensure our members maintain  the 
skills and knowledge  necessary to serve the 
community  safety and effectively .
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SPECIALTY TEAMS

Beyond responding  to traditional  fire and EMS 
emergencies, the Lemont Fire Protection  District  is 
also trained  and equipped  to handle low-
frequency,  high-risk incidents  that  require  
specialized expertise. 

As part  of our Ψŀƭƭ-ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΩ approach, many of our 
firefighters  have completed  advanced training  and 
serve on one of the ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Specialty Teams. 
These highly  trained  professionals  are prepared  to 
tackle complex emergencies, ensuring  our 
community  receives the highest  level of protection  
and response, no matter  the situation .
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LT Rami Elshareif deployed as a Canine Specialist with the Illinois 

Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) task force in July 2025 on a 14-

day mission to Texas to assist with operations after a deadly flash 

flood disaster. 

Canine Specialist Elsharief has been involved with IL -TF1 for over 5 

years, and he helped in organizing the Search planning for the team 

in Texas. Rami has been involved with Search and Canine training 

with teams around the country, and that experience helped IL -TF1 

and their assigned divisions. The challenges included the rain, heat, 

terrain, and the needs of residents and responders of the Texas Hill 

Country. The team searched over 20 miles of riverbed and covered 

15 square miles of uneven and unforgiving surfaces. The team 

worked in the heat and humidity of Texas for 14 days. 

Illinois Sends Search and 
Rescue Team to Texas

LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ω IƻƴƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ω 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ
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SPECIALTY TEAMS

On April  23, 2025 , Lemont technical  rescue team members 
responded  to Posen and assisted with  their  high angle  
rescue.

TECHNICAL RESCUE TEAM
Members of the Technical Rescue Team have received additional  training  in 
high/low  angle, trench,  confined  space, and structural  collapse rescue.

Each member must complete  a total  of 320  hours of initial  rescue training .  
Monthly  and annual training  requirements  are completed  in-house or other  
training  locations  throughout  the local area.  

The Technical Rescue Team works with  other  members of MABAS Division 
19 and may respond as part  of a task force when requested  to anywhere in 
the State. 
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Members of Hazardous Materials  Team are trained  to handle incidents  
involving  hazardous substances, ensuring  safe mitigation  and coordination  
with  regional  partners .

The team responds with  a dedicated  vehicle, designed to handle a wide 
range of hazardous situations . This vehicle carries specialized tools and 
equipment  to stop leaks, perform  chemical analysis, decontaminate  
personnel  and equipment,  monitor  weather  conditions,  predict  chemical 
expansion, and coordinate  with  various agencies involved  in a response.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TEAM

SPECIALTY TEAMS


