LEMONT FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 17, 2011
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

CALL TO ORDER: Trustee Victoria Cobbett called the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Lemont Fire Protection District to order on February 17, 2011 at 7:01 PM. The meeting was conducted at 15900 New Avenue, Lemont, Illinois.

Trustee Cobbett led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: On call of roll Trustees Victoria Cobbett, Glenn Bergmark and Richard Rimbo. Trustees Michael Kasperski and Keith Latz were excused due to personal obligations.              
OTHERS PRESENT: Chief Carl Churulo, Deputy Chief Jay Nickleski, Attorney Tom Gilbert and Recording Secretary Carla Clark.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:   A motion was made by Trustee Rimbo to approve the agenda, seconded by Trustee Bergmark.  Roll Call:  Trustee Cobbett, yes.  Trustee Bergmark, yes.  Trustee Rimbo, yes.  Motion carried.  Absent from the vote:  Trustees Kasperski and Latz.   
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Rimbo to approve, under consent agenda, the January 20, 2011, regular meeting minutes and January 20, 2011, closed session minutes, seconded by Trustee Bergmark.   Roll Call:  Trustee Cobbett, yes.  Trustee Bergmark, yes.  Trustee Rimbo, yes. Motion carried.  Absent from the vote:  Trustees Kasperski and Latz.                   
TREASURER’S REPORT: Trustee Bergmark read the bill listing totaling $706,074.78.   Trustee Bergmark made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented, seconded by Trustee Rimbo.    Roll Call:  Trustee Cobbett, yes.  Trustee Bergmark, yes.  Trustee Rimbo, yes.   Motion carried.  Absent from the vote:  Trustees Kasperski and Latz.    
FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Recording Secretary Clark informed the Board that with the increase in State taxes from 3% to 5%, it will cost the Employees and District approximately $85,000.00 more in State payroll taxes.  
Recording Secretary Clark updated the Board on an error she made when remitting the Engine down payment to Ferrara.  When the contract was delivered, the terms of payment read as follows, $495,543.00 to be paid in full by 12-1-10 utilizing 90% prepayment deduction credit of $13,750.00.  She informed the Board that she made the $495,543.00 payment by 12-1-10 and realized in January that amount did not represent the 90% pre-payment but rather it was 100% pre-payment.  She stated that she has spoken with Chief Churulo, Trustee Kasperski and Attorney Gilbert regarding the situation.  Ferrara has agreed to return $1,529.00 to the District; this is the difference between the 90% pre-payment discount and the original discount of $15,279.00 the District would have received for 100% pre-payment.  A discussion followed.  A motion was made by Trustee Bergmark to ratify the original contract agreement with Ferrara to reflect the Chief’s decision to let the 100% pre-payment stand and pursue the original discount Ferrara offered for 100% pre-pay, seconded by Trustee Rimbo.  Roll Call:  Trustee Cobbett, yes.  Trustee Bergmark, yes. Trustee Rimbo, yes.  Motion carried.  Absent from the vote:  Trustees Kasperski and Latz.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE BOARD:  Trustee Bergmark commented on the classes held by the NIAFPD at their conference this month, stating they were well worth the time.   
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Churulo updated the Board on the activities of the District since the last meeting, including Fire Prevention Bureau, outside meetings, apparatus, communications, administrative meetings, drills and community projects attended by personnel.

Chief Churulo informed the Board that the 2000 Ford Expedition sold for $5,100.00 and the 1997 Jeep Cherokee sold for $4,200.00 on e-bay.  Both vehicles have been paid for and picked up. 
Deputy Chief Nickleski commented on his monthly reports that were sent to the Board this month and asked if they had any questions.  Deputy Chief Nickleski stated that he met with the Village to review and evaluate the blizzard that we had.  It was agreed that all the departments worked smoothly during that time.
Deputy Chief Nickleski informed the Board that our new Ambulance will leave the factory around May 11th and be delivered towards the end of May.  Deputy Chief Nickleski stated that the power cots we ordered through our FEMA grant have arrived and that in-service training will take place on them soon.

Battalion Chief Oslakovich discussed his goals and objectives for Black shift.  He stated that since his move to Black shift it is his goal for 2011 to get more acquainted with the men on his shift and to find out what their goals are.  He stated that he would like to get to know the strengths and weaknesses of his shift, both individual and as a group.      
ATTORNEY REPORT:  None
OLD BUSINESS:  None    
NEW BUSINESS:   Recording Secretary Clark reviewed a proposal by Hudson Energy as an electric supplier.  She stated that we are currently with MidAmerican and are paying .0899 per kilo watt hour.  Hudson Energy is proposing a fixed rate of .06550 for two years.  This would represent a significant savings to the District.  For example:  Station 1, alone, could see approximately $600.00 to $1,000.00 per month savings.  The District’s current contract with MidAmerican expires December 2011.  She contacted MidAmerican to see if anything else other than a 30 day written notice, as stated in the contract, was required to terminate the contract early. This way the District could start seeing the savings this year, rather than waiting until 2012.  She was told by MidAmerican that if we wanted to terminate early we would be required to pay a $9,000.00 settlement fee.  She informed the Board that all documents have been given to Attorney Gilbert to look into this matter and see if the District would be liable for the settlement charge.  If not, the District will terminate their contract with MidAmerican and switch to Hudson Energy sooner than 2012.  If there is a penalty, the District will honor the contract through December 2011.  

CLOSED SESSION:  None
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 7:41 PM on a motion made by Trustee Bergmark, seconded by Trustee Rimbo.   .  Roll Call:  Trustee Cobbett, yes.  Trustee Bergmark, yes.  Trustee Rimbo, yes.  Motion carried.  Absent from the vote:  Trustees Kasperski and Latz.                

Approved as is / amended by the Board of Trustees on the _____ day of _______, 2011.

______________________









Michael F. Kasperski, President

ATTEST:
_____________________

Victoria Cobbett, Secretary
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